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Office Memorandum • united states government 

OS 091 Germany (12 Feb 59) 



TO 



IFNFRAL TAYLOR 



Lt Colonel Kalergis 
date: i? February 19$9 



from : SGS 



subject: Instructions for Military Convoys - Berlin (U) 



You wrote on the attached cable at Tab B, "Explain change in instructions." 
The attached ODCSOPS fact sheet provides this explanation. 
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Director of Operations, ODC30PS 

Lt Colonel Huggins,Ext 72897/ss 

12 February 1959 
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IUBJECT: 



FACT SHEET 



Revision of Provisional Instructions (TRIPARTITE) for 
Military Convoys and Vehicles Using Berlin Access Routes 



1. (U) References: 



a. DA IN 181041, 5 Jan 59. 

b. DA IN 189302, 6 Feb 59. 

c. DA IN 189412, 8 Feb 59. 

d. DA IN 190013, 10 Feb 59. 

2. (U) The purpose of this action is to advise the Chief of 
Staff how the latest draft of "The Provisional Instructions for 
Military Convoys and Vehicles" changes the previous draft instruct- 
ions. 



3. (U) At Tab A is a comparison of the old and new draft in- 
structions* Changes contained in the revised draft are underlined. 

4. (C) The provisional instructions were revised at the request 
of the British and French in order to clarify the instructions in 
light of the recent experiences at the Marienborn checkpoint. 

5. (C) The revised draft is being submitted to the French and 
British with the understanding that the Department of State is still 
reserving its position on the definitive version of paragraph E. 

6. (C) CINCUSARSUR concurs in the revised instructions and 
eioha sizes that inclusion of prohibition of "inspection of any kind" 
is considered essential. CINCUSAREUR further states that in support 
of the revised draft, vehicles and convoys are being equipped with 
radios which will permit issuance of appropriate instructions to ve- 
hicle or convoy commanders. It is expected, therefore, that the "last 
resort" clause would be implemented by decision on a higher level than 
convoy commander as is now the case with military trains. 

7. (C) The State and Defense Departments approve the revised 
instructions subject to the continued reservation of position regarding 
paragraph E. 
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Tab A - Comparison of A 7 " Major General, GS 

old and new instructions. (I Director of Operations, ODCSOPS 
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TAB A 
OLD 

A. (C) The military convoy or vehicle A. 

commander will declare to the East Ger- 
man official that this is a US (British, 
French) military vehicle or convoy and 
will demand transit through the Soviet 
Zone as a matter of right. 



B. (C) If the East German official refuses to 
let the vehicle or convoy pass and demands 
documentation, the convoy or vehicle com- 
mander will ask him to produce a Soviet 
officer to whom normal documentation will 
be shown* 



C. (C) If passage without documentation and C. 
demand to see a Soviet officer are both re- 
fused or if Soviet official appears and re- 
fuses to accept the normal documentation or 
to deal with convoy or vehicle commander, 
the latter will return back and report the 
matter to the military police on duty at 
US (British, French) checkpoint. 



NEtf 

(0) The military convoy or vehicle commander 
will declare to the East German official that 
this is a US (British, French) military vehicle 
or convoy and will demand transit through the 
Soviet Zone as a matter of right. (If vehicle 
or convoy is permitted to pass without any 
presentation of documents or other formalities , 
it will proceed as usual)? 



B. (C) No change. 



(C) If passage without documentation and demand 
to see a Soviet officer are both refused, or if 
Soviet official appears and refuses to accept 
normal documentation or to deal with convoy or 
vehicle commander, the latter will, if he is 
entering the Soviet Zone , turn back and report 
the matter to the military police at US (British, 
French) checkpoint. If he is leaving Zone, he will 
act in accordance with paragraph E, below . 
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D. (C) If return of convoy or military ve- 
hicle is refused or, if having turned back 
from the checkpoint when trying to leave 
the Soviet Zone, it is trapped inside the 
Zone, the convoy or vehicle commander will 
attempt to get in touch with the nearest 
US (British, French) military authorities 
by radio, if he has one, or by sending a 
member of his force to nearest checkpoint. 



E. (0) If this is impossible, the convoy or 
military vehicle should remain where it is 
as long as possible but, as a last resort, 
the East German officials may be shown under 
protest the same documentation which is shown 
the Soviets. The convoy or vehicle commander 
will not, however, submit to any other demands 
which may be made by the East Germans. 



NEW 



D. (0) If the East German or Soviet offialnl 

qttgjnpts to exercise any other form of nont^l,, 
9»Kt, inspection of anv kind or curr ency con- 
trol or jtf fa, 9 ff 9rg m frlMl of flPffUfflffltflUcffli 
gtKfi VJ-gflfl for the personnel or LAissm-PASSBft 
for opnvoy or vehicle, the oonvov or vehiale 
commander will refuse and demand to m^eed. Tf 
this ig refused, and if he is entering thp Soviet 
Zone, he will turn back and report the mutter to 
tfrg military police fit US (Britlah. FrenoM nhenk- 
pointt If he is leaving the Zone, he will *nt 
in accordance with paragraph e. below, 

E. (0) If any of the difficulties outlined in para- 
graphs G and D occur when military vehicle or con- 
voy is leaving the Soviet Zone or if. having 
turned back from the checkpoint when trying to 
leave the Zone it is trapped inside the Zone, con- 
voy or vehicle commander will attempt to obtain 
instructions from his headquarters, by radio if 
he has one, or by sending a member of his force 
to the nearest US (British. French) checkpoint. 
If this is impossible, the convoy or military 
vehicle should remain where it is as long as 
possible but, as a last resort, demands made by 
the East German or Soviet official may be complied 
with under protest. 
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